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JUPITER – It’s been an emotional
week for Amy Kight. 

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary’s execu-
tive director has faced the bittersweet
task of wrapping up work at the site
that has been the sanctuary’s home in
Jupiter for 40 years, before moving to a
new, larger, state-of-the-art facility
about five miles away. 

“It’s kind of like, it’s your childhood
home,” she said. “You’re so excited to
move into this great new house that
you’ve designed yourself. But then you 

Teyha, a brown black bear lounges on a platform at the Busch Wildlife Sanctuary in Jupiter on Sept. 16, 2022. The
sanctuary is moving to a new, larger facility about five miles away. PHOTOS BY GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST

‘It’s heartbreaking to leave
... My eyes are full of tears’ 
After 40 years, Busch
Wildlife relocates

Kristina Webb
Special to The Palm Beach Post

See BUSCH WILDLIFE, Page 8C
The new and bigger Busch Wildlife Sanctuary is being built on 19.4 acres in
Jupiter on Sept. 16, 2022.

The Human Hamster of South Flori-
da got stopped again. 

I don’t think Reza Baluchi thinks of
himself as a hamster but it’s hard not to
imagine him as one while he runs in
place on the surface of the ocean inside
his 10-feet-tall, self-propelled, bubble-
shaped contraption that looks like …
well, a hamster wheel.

Baluchi’s a well-known seafaring
nuisance to the local U.S. Coast Guard
unit, which picked him up again this

month while he, in the arrest report’s
language, was “conducting a manifestly
unsafe voyage” again in what he calls
his “hydro pod.”

Baluchi was attempting to roll him-
self across the North Atlantic Ocean to
the United Kingdom. During hurricane
season.

He managed to get as far as about 70
miles off the coast of South Carolina
when the Coast Guard stopped him –
and in what was clearly a surprise, co-
medic move – asked to see his vehicle’s
registration.

Of all things! A paperwork infraction.
Well played, Coast Guard. 

It took days of negotiation to get
Baluchi to abort his mission, and during
that time he alternately threatened to
stab himself with a knife or blow up his

hamster wheel with a non-existent
bomb if he wasn’t left to pursue his sin-
gular dream.

“You follow your dream. “Dream not
coming after you,” was how the 52-year-
old Boca Raton man who emigrated
from Iran explained himself to VICE
news years ago.

The Coast Guard first came after Ba-
luchi in 2014 when he tried to hamster
himself to Bermuda, and ended up flip-
ping his hydro pod on its side and re-
quiring a sea rescue. 

Despite an order not to try it again, he
set off to sea in his hamster wheel two
years later. 

The Coast Guard stopped him again,
and this time sunk his hyrdro pod in 

US Coast Guard stops man from trying to run across ocean

See CERABINO, Page 5C

Frank Cerabino 
Columnist

Palm Beach Post 

USA TODAY NETWORK 

Reza Baluchi, the South Florida
adventurer who keeps trying to run
long distances on the ocean inside a
self-propelled hydro pod. PROVIDED

Palm Beach County will no longer
publish all of its legal advertisements in
local newspapers, opting instead to util-
ize a new state law that allows legal ads
to be placed on a county website. Mu-
nicipalities can place their legal ads on
the county website as well.

The commission voted 4-2 to adopt
an ordinance that The Palm Beach Post
Executive Editor Rick Christie said was
“a classic case of allowing the fox to
guard the hen house.” He told county
commissioners that newspapers are the
logical place to share information con-
cerning legal ads and their continued
use would ensure a much larger audi-
ence than would a county website. 

The four commissioners who voted
for the ordinance — Sara Baxter, Mi-
chael Barnett, Mayor Gregg Weiss and
Marci Woodward — all pointed to the
staff estimate of a savings of nearly
$230,000 a year. Baxter pointed to a loss
of subscribers at The Post. Christie, also
Deputy Regional Editor for the USA To-
day Network-Florida, quickly corrected
Baxter, saying the newspaper has been
gaining subscribers, not losing them,
adding: “I don’t know where you are get-
ting your information from but it is
wrong.”

The case for publishing 
legal ads in newspapers

The two commissioners who voted
against adoption — Maria Sachs and
Mack Bernard — agreed with Christie
that it is important that an independent 

The commission voted 4-2 to adopt an
ordinance that Palm Beach Post
Executive Editor Rick Christie
disagreed with, telling county
commissioners that newspapers are
the logical place to share information
concerning legal ads and their
continued use would ensure a larger
audience than would a county website.
MIKE DIAMOND/THE PALM BEACH POST

County
will post
most legal
ads online
Estimate says change
will save $230K a year

Mike Diamond
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See LEGAL ADS, Page 10C

WELLINGTON — A former teacher
at Wellington High School is facing
criminal charges after Palm Beach
County Sheriff’s Office investigators
alleged that he engaged in a sexual re-
lationship with a student. 

Deputies took Charles Maglio, 54, of
Greenacres into custody Friday to face
one count each of unlawful sexual ac-
tivity with a minor and committing an

offense against a student by an author-
ity figure.

During a hearing Saturday at the
Palm Beach County Jail, County Judge
Danielle Sherriff set Maglio’s bail at
$20,000, with his release to be under
court supervision. She also ordered
that Maglio have no contact either with
his accuser or any juveniles.

Maglio self-surrendered to the sher-
iff’s office and self-reported the matter
to the school district, defense attorney
Cory Strolla said.

“We understand that these are seri-

ous allegations, but we think that the
only thing the state is going to be able
to show is that he was more of a mentor
to a young (person) who had a terrible
home life,” Strolla said Monday. Maglio
is free on bond.

In a statement released Monday,
school district spokesperson Angela
Cruz Ledford said Maglio was reas-
signed in December to a position that
does not involve contact with students.
Wellington High Principal Cara Hayden

Ex-PBC teacher arrested for inappropriate
relationship with student, PBSO alleges
Julius Whigham II
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

See TEACHER, Page 5C
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look at the little place that got you there
and it’s heartbreaking to leave it. My
eyes are full of tears.” 

Saturday marked Busch Wildlife’s fi-
nal day open to the public on its long-
time campus just west of Central Bou-
levard and south of Indiantown Road.
While the sanctuary’s hospital will still
accept patients, guests will not be able
to visit until Busch Wildlife reopens at
its new 19.4-acre site at Rocky Pines and
Indiantown roads. 

The new facility will have a soft
opening Oct. 9, with a grand opening
celebration Oct. 14 that will feature food
trucks, a face painter, fairy hair, book
signings from local authors and animal
encounters, Kight said. 

“We just really want people to have
fun, come out and celebrate the com-
munity that built this place,” she said. 

Busch Wildlife bought the Jupiter
Farms property in November 2020 for
$1.6 million. The $18 million sanctuary
project includes an open-air amphithe-
ater for educational programming with
space for 160 people — twice the size of
the current amphitheater. 

That space will be named for local
philanthropist Mary Alice Fortin, in
honor of the $1.25 million donation
from her Fortin Foundation to the sanc-
tuary in February.

The animal enclosures will be larger,
and so will the hospital, which will have
a new viewing window for visitors to
watch as wildlife patients are exam-
ined.

There is a hurricane-safe building to
house the sanctuary’s large mammals
during storms. And there is a larger pic-
nic area with a playground that over-
looks the fox enclosure.

While moving to the new facility is
exciting, Kight said many great memo-
ries have been made at the current loca-
tion. Some of the people in Busch Wild-
life’s junior naturalists program as chil-
dren since have returned as adult vol-
unteers and employees. They love to
re-create some of their old photos, of-
ten holding the same animals they held
when they were younger. 

“This is a real part of their life,” Kight
said. “It’s not just a snapshot in time.
They’re coming back to volunteer and
they’re lawyers, and they’re veterinari-
ans. Those memories are still there, but

to know that that place won’t be the
same … ” 

The longtime site’s lease with the
Loxahatchee River District states that
the sanctuary must return the property
to the way it was found in the
mid-1990s, meaning every structure
needs to be removed. 

“There’s this emotion that goes with
everything you’ve built and having to
remove it all,” Kight said. “There’s so
many memories.”

The move has been a long time com-

ing for the sanctuary, which has seen
tremendous growth in the need for its
hospital services in recent years. As the
population has grown locally, Busch
Wildlife is taking in more native critters
hit by cars or attacked by pets. 

The new facility, with its hospital
that is four times the size of the current
one, provides ample space for that care. 

With the old site closed, work will
begin to prepare and move the sanctu-
ary’s long-term residents, Kight said. 

“The challenge really is heat, trying
to move in summer with the animals,”
she said. Some of the larger animals will
need to be anesthetized for their own
safety, but some cannot regulate their
body temperature while anesthetized,
Kight said. 

To help those animals, Busch Wild-
life teams are working with local part-
ners to make those moves in the early
morning hours — 3 a.m., to be precise.
“So we’re mitigating those heat issues,
and we’re mitigating any traffic issues,”
Kight said. 

Two local moving companies, Good

Greek Moving and Storage and Two
Men and a Truck, are donating the use
of their air-conditioned trucks to help
with the move, she said. 

“The community has come out, and
they so want to be a part of it,” Kight
said. “Even though, I’m like, ‘It’s going
to be 3 a.m., and it’s a bear,’ ” she added,
laughing. “They’re all awesome.” 

One longtime resident making the
move will be Oliver, a barred owl that
came to Busch Wildlife in the
mid-1990s. The staff was concerned
their beloved “Ollie” wouldn’t make it to
the grand opening, so they took her to
visit the new property when Busch
Wildlife bought it in 2020, Kight said. 

Despite ill health, Oliver beat the
odds, made it through “a couple of
spells where it was kind of touch and
go” and now prepares to move as one of
the sanctuary’s oldest residents. 

“This little lady has just soldiered on,
and she has made it to this point,” Kight
said. “She has one eye and one wing and
one bad kidney, and she’s like, ‘Damn it,
I’m moving.’” 

Busch Wildlife
Continued from Page 1C

The Rev. Marty Zlatic blesses barred owl Oliver during a Blessing of the Animals service at Saint Joseph’s Episcopal Church
in Boynton Beach on Sept. 30, 2012. The owl, seen here with Busch official Rebeka Nikolaus, was attacked as a baby and is
unable to fly, but has prevailed to be part of Busch’s move to its new Jupiter Farms campus in October.
BRUCE R. BENNETT/THE PALM BEACH POST

If you go
What’s next? New campus grand
opening for Busch Wildlife Sanctuary 

Where: 17855 Rocky Pines Road,
Jupiter 

When: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Oct. 14 

Admission: By donation 

Information: www.buschwildlife.org,
561-575-3399


