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Riviera Beach residents trying to recall City Council
member Julia Botel have filed suit against Palm Beach
County Elections Supervisor Wendy Link, arguing
that her office did not provide them with critical voter
registration information and failed to follow its own

recall protocol.
The lawsuit is the latest twist in the ongoing effort

to recall Botel, a white council member who angered
many in majority-Black Riviera Beach who say she
used racist misinformation in an effort to shut down a
beach party in July.

Botel apologized, saying she should have verified
information she was given about the party. But she
maintained her opposition to what she described as
the misogynistic marketing of the party, which was ex-
pected to draw a large Black attendance.

Many Black residents were unmoved by Botel’s 

Botel recall supporters sue Link 

Ladi March-Goldwire has helped lead the recall
effort. DAMON HIGGINS/THE PALM BEACH POST FILE See RECALL, Page 8A

Riviera residents contend
procedures not followed
Wayne Washington
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK

JUPITER — Busch Wildlife Sanctuary has outgrown
its home. The sanctuary and its 200 permanent resi-
dent animals will be moving to a location about three
times bigger than its current property.

For the past two decades, Busch has occupied 
6 acres it leases from the Loxahatchee River District off
Central Boulevard in Jupiter, where it cares for animals
as diverse as bears, snakes, otters, a one-eyed owl and 

Tehya, a black bear, lounges on a platform at the Busch Wildlife Sanctuary in Jupiter on 
Sept. 16. The site’s animals will soon be getting a new residence.

6 months to
raise $12M

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary
seeks cash for new home

The new and bigger Busch Wildlife
Sanctuary is being built on 19.4 acres
in Jupiter. PHOTOS BY GREG LOVETT/

THE PALM BEACH POSTSee WILDLIFE, Page 4A
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The Caribbean Sea is brewing a tropical cyclone that
has the Florida Peninsula in its crosshairs, and fore-
casters warning of a rapid intensification that could
slingshot the system to major hurricane strength as it
nears the Sunshine State.

As of 5 p.m. Friday, the disturbance dubbed Tropical
Depression Nine was still gaining strength in the

Florida in
crosshairs
of storm

Emil Shvartsman, right, and Bob Rahimov, center,
both of Boca Raton, push shopping carts bearing
supplies and generators on Friday in Boca Raton.
ANDRES LEIVA/THE PALM BEACH POST

If system follows Friday’s track, it
would make landfall Wednesday

Kimberly Miller
Palm Beach Post

USA TODAY NETWORK
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h Hurricane makes way to Canada. 10A

h No food, power spark fear after Fiona. 11A

See STORM, Page 10A

A Democratic Florida state senator filed suit Thurs-
day to stop Gov. Ron DeSantis from using state funds
to cover the cost of his controversial migrant reloca-
tion program, saying the Florida Legislature did not
give him the authority to use the money to transport
migrants from other states.

In his 15-page lawsuit, filed late Thursday in Leon

County Circuit Court, state Sen. Jason Pizzo, D-Miami,
alleges the DeSantis administration failed to meet the
requirements set by the Florida Legislature to only
transport “unauthorized aliens” from within the state.
The suit also alleges that the Florida Department of
Transportation failed to properly bid the contracts to
vendors to provide the migrant transportation 
services.

Named as defendants are DeSantis, Florida CFO
Jimmy Patronis and Florida Department of Transpor-
tation Secretary Jared W. Perdue.

“The state is completely violating the law,” Pizzo 

Suit: Gov. illegally used funds for flights

Gov. Ron DeSantis drew attention when he ordered a
group of migrants flown to Martha’s Vineyardr. FILE See LAWSUIT, Page 7A

Says DeSantis didn’t have power
to use money to relocate migrants

Sergio Bustos
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA
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a gator. The new property in Jupiter Farms, only
5 miles west of the current one, won’t come with a
lease agreement. Busch will own it.

One task remains: raising $12 million in the next six
months.

A tight timeline to raise millions
for a new campus

What should be an exciting opportunity for the
sanctuary to spread its wings and find a home of its
own is bittersweet. The price of the new center has in-
creased since the sanctuary broke ground on the new
location, thanks to COVID-related delays, inflation
and unforeseen changes in the project’s permitting
protocols. The sanctuary’s move will cost it $18 mil-
lion, up $8 million from the original cost, of which it
only has $6 million.

“Our current lease agreement here expires in March
of next year, 2023. So that alone is quite a time con-
straint,” said Amy Kight, Busch’s executive director
since 2004. “And we’re doing everything that we can to
make sure we meet that deadline.

“We have secured a construction loan, which is
helpful. But as with all loans, it has to be paid back. So

fundraising efforts are definitely in full gear.”
The Loxahatchee River District and Busch have a

strong relationship. The district already gave Busch a
year-long extension last March and could potentially
extend the timeline again, if the center needs it, Albrey
Arrington, its executive director, said Friday. He added
that Busch has been a great tenant.

“To see their new facility come to life – it’s so excit-
ing,” Arrington said. “We’re very proud of what the
sanctuary has achieved and continue to be excited ev-
ery time we drive by their new property. (We) look for-
ward to visiting their new facilities.”

If Busch isn’t able to move on this deadline, the fate
of its ambassador animals and other furry, feathered
and scaled residents would hang on finding new
homes.

This isn’t an easy task, and one that the sanctuary is
doing everything it can to avoid. Most of the animals at
Busch are there because they can’t survive in the wild.
It is possible that if funding issues thwart the move to
their new sanctuary, some could struggle to find safe
homes. 

What’s more, injured animals seeking rehabilita-
tion would not have the wildlife sanctuary there to
provide care. Many injured animals in need of rehab
would be without a close hospital to visit.

The new sanctuary will be three times
bigger than its current property

The pressure is on for Busch to come up with the
$12 million it has yet to find. But the spirits at the cen-
ter are high, with its staff focusing on how well-fitted
the new location will be to the sanctuary’s needs.

“Our new property that we purchased; it’s a home of
our own. It is 19.4 acres. That will consist of 5 acres of
rehabilitation area, 10 acres of education, which is all
of the trails along with our education ambassador ani-
mals. And 5 acres, roughly, that we’re leaving com-
pletely natural,” Kight said.

“It’s got five native wetlands on it and over 500 trees
that we are preserving. We’re building six new build-
ings on the site … and a new wildlife hospital, which is
going to be quadruple the size of our current one.”

The current wildlife hospital at Busch sees about
6,000 patients a year, according to Kight. If the move
can be funded, the sanctuary’s new hospital off West
Indiantown Road will have extensive space for multi-
ple ICUs and nurseries, a rabies ward and a quarantine
ward. 

“The crown jewel of the property is a new central-
ized animal commissary. Picture like a four-leaf clover.
That is going to be shared by our bears, panthers, ot-
ters and bobcats,” Kight said.

“That building is not only important for them and
their continuous care. But heaven forbid, in a hurri-
cane, this is a great place for us to bring all the animals
in and keep them safe.”

The new location will also have a small mammal
house, a snake house and an educational amphithe-
ater, roughly double the size of its current one. That
will allow two times the amount of guests for its edu-
cational programs that are offered free of charge.

Why is it taking Busch 
so long to raise the money?

And with $12 million left to reach its goal, Busch is
fervently looking for funding, not just from donors
with deep pockets, but also in the donation boxes in
front of every enclosure on its campus. It will even ac-
cept donations by way of trade work and plants. 

“We also need volunteers and in-kind donations.
We’ve already had a couple of plant nurseries donate
native plants for us, so that we can build back up to
what our current Busch Wildlife is,” Kight said. “If
there’s anybody out there that’s in a trade: plumbers,
electricians, stuff like that, that would be willing to do-
nate some of their services to help us out. … All of that
is something that’s very valuable to us.”

Siri Terjesen, an associate dean at Florida Atlantic
University’s College of Business, has studied philan-
thropy fundraising. She says that the difficulty in
fundraising in 2022 is in the state of the national mar-
ket: People feel like they have less money to give.

“Some people are actually more generous in down-
turns because they feel that even though they’re hurt-
ing, others are hurting even more. But some people are
less generous. The nice thing is that (Busch is) actually
potentially collecting donations in both 2022 and
2023,” Terjesen said. 

Donations can also be made to Busch in the form of
naming opportunities. Donors can have just about
anything at the sanctuary named for a loved one; in-
cluding the sanctuary itself, if the donation is that
large. But regardless of where the funding comes from,
Kight just wants the people of Jupiter to know one
thing: Busch is a part of the community.

“We’ve been around since 1983. We’re here for our
community. We’re staying in our community,” Kight
said. “We’re just expanding to better offer the services
that we’ve already been doing for so many decades.
And that’s what we really want people to know. It’s still
going to be the same Busch Wildlife, it’s just bigger and
better and really more for them.”

Wildlife
Continued from Page 1A

Amy Kight has been Busch Wildlife Sanctuary’s
executive director since 2004. “Our new property
that we purchased; it’s a home of our own,” she says.

A Florida panther relaxes in the shade at the Busch
Wildlife Sanctuary in Jupiter on Sept. 16.
PHOTOS BY GREG LOVETT/THE PALM BEACH POST

“We have secured a construction loan,

which is helpful. But as with all loans, it

has to be paid back.”
Amy Kight
Busch’s executive director
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