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So much attention has been spent fo-
cusing on the harm that Florida’s law-
makers are heaping on the K-12 public
schools that it’s easy to miss the harm
they are inflicting on the state’s public
colleges and universities.

But under the scorched-Earth politi-
cal landscape of Gov. Ron DeSantis, no
institution of public learning will be left
behind as a target.

And so this session has seen wild ef-
forts to tamper with the independent in-
stitutions of higher learning that have
dared not to obey DeSantis’ political
playbook. 

Some of it stems from three Univer-
sity of Florida political science profes-
sors who were called to offer expert tes-
timony in a case that challenged a Re-
publican-authored state election law
that put new restrictions on voting by
mail. 

The professors’ research supported
the finding that Florida’s new voting re-
strictions made it harder for Black and
poor voters to cast ballots.

Throwing out a custom of academic
independence, UF administrators in-
formed the professors that they would
be barred from testifying against the
new state law. The reason: The profes-
sors’ testimony was not in the best in-
terests of the university because it
didn’t support DeSantis and the Repub-
lican-controlled legislature.

It’s not hard to imagine where the
pressure came from. The chairman of
the University of Florida’ Board of Trust-

ees, Mori Hosseini, has donated more
than $100,000 to DeSantis’ political
campaign. And three of the other 12 UF
trustees are also major campaign do-
nors to the governor.

An uproar over this unprecedented
muzzling of professors by their own
school became national news, and it
eventually embarrassed University of
Florida officials to the point where they
reversed their decision.

Meanwhile, in a First Amendment
federal lawsuit filed by the professors,
U.S. District Judge Mark Walker called

the university’s kowtowing to state law-
makers “an all-too-familiar display of
anticipatory obedience.”

“UF has bowed to perceived pressure
from Florida’s political leaders and has
sanctioned the unconstitutional sup-
pression of ideas out of favor with Flori-
da’s ruling party,” Walker wrote.

The academic censorship move
prompted UF’s accreditor, the Southern
Association of Schools and Colleges
Commission on Colleges, to announce a
review of whether the university had vi-
olated its accreditation standards re-
garding external influence and academ-
ic freedom.

In December, the accreditation agen-
cy notified UF officials that the commis-
sion staff “have determined that there
may be sufficient factual information
supporting significant noncompliance 

Academic freedom stifled at Fla. colleges, too
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“UF has bowed to perceived pressure
from Florida’s political leaders and has
sanctioned the unconstitutional
suppression of ideas out of favor with
Florida’s ruling party.”

U.S. District Judge Mark Walker

RIDING THE WAVES

Palm Beach County resident Shae Hert carves on a wave during a morning surfing session north of the Juno

Beach Pier on Monday. Hert has been surfing for 20 years, he said. Similar weather conditions are expected

through Tuesday, with easterly winds from 10 to 20 m.p.h., according to wunderground.com.
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JUPITER – Five wetlands, hundreds
of native trees and no interstate noise.

Those are some of the benefits of a
new 19.4-acre site in Jupiter Farms for
the Busch Wildlife Sanctuary and its
200 animals.

Crews broke ground on the new
$15 million sanctuary last week. 

It sits at Rocky Pines and Indian-
town roads, 6 miles northwest of the
current sanctuary, which is sand-
wiched between Interstate 95 and Cen-
tral Boulevard on land owned by the
Loxahatchee River District.

Right now, visitors to Busch Wildlife
Sanctuary drive through an industrial
area that is home to limousine ser-
vices, landscaping agencies and con-
struction companies to access the
sanctuary.

The Pineland Nature Trail that
brings people to see bears and pan-
thers crosses over an active access
road before plunging them back into
the lush greenery and tree canopies

that surround the animal habitats.
In the background of squawks from

birds and jitters from raccoons is a
droning noise from the 50,000 vehi-
cles, on average, that cross Indiantown
Road on Interstate 95 each day.

The new sanctuary will provide an
immersive experience to the 150,000
people who visit Busch annually, ac-

cording to a news release from the or-
ganization.

It purchased the property in Novem-
ber 2020 for $1.6 million.

Initially founded in 1983, the current
wildlife center opened in 1993 when the
Peter W. Busch Family Foundation 

Work on new wildlife sanctuary begins 
Busch plans to open its
$15M Jupiter Farms-area
facility to public in 2023
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Amy Kight, executive director of Busch Wildlife Sanctuary, holds a rescue fox.
Work has started on a new, larger site near Jupiter Farms. PROVIDED
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The county attorney’s office, suffer-
ing from a serious case of burnout, will
soon be hiring three new lawyers and a
paralegal.

Palm Beach County commissioners
recently approved a special appropria-
tion of $591,547 to hire more staff to
lighten a heavy workload that has re-
sulted in a number of county attorneys
resigning in recent years.

“The constant routine, weeknights,
weekend and periodic holiday work, has
resulted in loss of rest and recuperation
and family time. While litigation staff is
aware that trial preparation requires ex-
tra hours, the lack of recovery time fol-
lowing a trial is resulting in rapid burn-
out and turnover,” County Attorney De-
nise Coffman wrote in an
executive brief to the
County Commission.

“In the last several
years, several highly ex-
perienced litigation at-
torneys have resigned or
retired, thus causing the
County Attorney Office to
lose significant resilient bench strength
available to assist and mentor our junior
attorneys,” she wrote. “The increase in
litigation workload has placed a great
deal of strain and stress on the litigation
attorneys.”

It is unusual for a county department
to seek a significant budget increase in
the middle of a fiscal year, but the brief
contended the move was justified be-
cause of “the unprecedented high turn-
over rate resulting from a combination
of remuneration and quality work-life
balance.”

The office provides legal advice to
county departments such as zoning and
code enforcement. There are also attor-
neys who specialize in litigation.

Chief Assistant Senior Attorney Da-
vid Ottey told The Palm Beach Post that
the new hires will work in the litigation
area. There are nine litigators now; the
three new hires will bring the number to
12.

“We expect this to help minimize
turnover,” Ottey said, noting that many
of the cases involve extensive discovery
and complicated legal matters that take
considerable time. Overall, caseload has
increased from 65 in 2018 to 87 cases in
2020.

The total amount of budgeted posi-
tions in the office, 42, has remained the
same since 2014. Any unfilled positions
can be filled without county approval.
The special appropriation will allow for
the hiring of the three additional law-

Weary
county
attorneys
get help
Additional staffing aimed
at easing heavy workload
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

“LeafFilter was a great investment
for our home.” 
–Bill & Jan M.
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Keeps Out All Debris
Completely sealed system protects 
your gutters — and entire home — 

from damaging debris.

Stay Off The Ladder
Eliminates gutter cleaning for 

life – guaranteed.

2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured 
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tration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

www.LeafFilter.com/grop | Promo Code: 364561-763-4640

FLORIDA LOTTO

SATURDAY, MARCH 12 .................17-21-25-31-40-44

DOUBLE PLAY

SATURDAY, MARCH 12....................3-10-11-20-25-48
To see payouts on games above, visit flalottery.com.

POWERBALL

SATURDAY, MARCH 12....19-20-37-39-61 PB: 8 (x2)
5+PB: $112 million (0). Next jackpot $124M.
5 of 5: $1 million (0). 4+PB: $50,000 (0). 
4 of 5: $100 (24). 3+PB: $100 (69).
3 of 5: $7 (1,662). 2+PB: $7 (1,305). 
1+PB: $4 (10,698). PB: $4 (25,790).

MEGA MILLIONS

FRIDAY, MARCH 11.......24-28-39-44-66 MB: 25 (x3)
5+MB: $20 million (0). Next jackpot $22M.
5 of 5: $1 million (0). 4+MB: $10,000 (3).
4 of 5: $500 (7). 3+MB: $200 (41).
3 of 5: $10 (799). 2+MB: $10 (694). 
1 +MB: $4 (5,420). MB: $2 (13,832).

JACKPOT TRIPLE PLAY

FRIDAY, MARCH 11........................29-33-37-38-40-44
6 of 6: $325,000 (0). 5 of 6: $375 (24).
4 of 6: $23.50 (924). 3 of 6: $1 (16,263).
Combo10+: $10,000 (0). Combo9: $500 (4).
Combo8: $50 (75). Combo7: $20 (379).
Combo6: $10 (2,153) Combo5: $5 (7,925).
Combo4: Free ticket (22,127).

FANTASY 5

SUNDAY, MARCH 13 ............................10-19-20-22-26 
5 of 5: $164,374.71 (1). 4 of 5: $114.50 (231).
3 of 5: $9.50 (7,713). 2 of 5: Free ticket (72,934). 

PICK 2, 3, 4, 5

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, MIDDAY
7-1.........0-4-3.........7-6-3-9.........1-6-0-0-7 Fireball: 9

SUNDAY, MARCH 13, EVENING
3-6 .........1-8-1.........7-1-4-7 .........9-8-2-8-9 Fireball: 9

CASH4LIFE

SUNDAY, MARCH 13.....................7-15-16-18-60 CB: 1
No winners of $1,000 a day or week for life.
4 of 5+CB: $2,500 (1). 4 of 5: $500 (4).
3 of 5+CB: $100 (56). 3 of 5: $25 (199).
2 of 5+CB: $10 (1,040). 2 of 5: $4 (3,578)
1 of 5+CB: Free ticket (6,127).

Florida Lottery 
Results are for tickets sold only in Florida

agreed to support it. 
Growth over the past two decades

has made it necessary for the sanctuary
to seek a larger facility, sanctuary chair-
man Peter Busch told The Palm Beach
Post in early 2021.

The sanctuary estimated that 6,000
animals received medical treatment
there in 2021, an increase of 9% from
2020 and 17% from 2019.

In 2021, Busch signed a yearlong
lease extension with the Loxahatchee

River District – a taxing entity that runs
the local wastewater plants, conducts
river research and promotes environ-
mental education – in hopes of moving
the sanctuary to the Jupiter Farms area
by early 2022. 

Now, Busch leaders expect the new
sanctuary to be open for public visits in
2023.

Once it relocates, Busch will be 
responsible for returning its site on Ju-
piter Park Drive to its original condi-
tion.

Busch Wildlife Sanctuary’s new fa-
cility will remain free and open to the
public, according to a news release from
the organization. 

It will include five wetland habitats
and feature birds, alligators, panthers,
bears and other animals rescued and
treated by wildlife experts there. 

Sanctuary leaders expect it to take
about a week to move all its animals
safely and calmly to their new homes.

The new education building will pro-
vide programs in English, Spanish and
American Sign Language. 

The building will be fully accessible
under the terms of the federal Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act for people
with mobility needs.

kkokal@pbpost.com
@katikokal

An aerial rendering of the new Busch Wildlife Sanctuary, to be located on Rocky Pines Road near Jupiter Farms.
PROVIDED BY BUSCH WILDLIFE SANCTUARY

Sanctuary
Continued from Page 1B

Driver falls asleep at wheel on
I-275, kills 2 men changing tire

Two men who were changing a tire on
the side of a Florida interstate were
killed when another driver fell asleep at
the wheel and hit them, officials said.

The men were killed Sunday on Inter-
state 275 in Tampa, the Florida Highway
Patrol said. 

A 73-year-old man had pulled over
onto the road’s shoulder after a left front
tire blew out, troopers said in a report. A
30-year-old friend of the man arrived a
short time later to help him with the tire.

The two men were on the driver’s
side of the car when a car driven by a
36-year-old man swerved into them, the
report said. Troopers said the man had
fallen asleep while driving.

A 69-year-old female passenger in
the vehicle was not injured.

Judge makes order on Saget
autopsy material permanent

ORLANDO – A judge in Florida on
Monday agreed to make permanent an
order that prohibits the release of pho-
tos, video or other records related to the

investigation into the death of come-
dian Bob Saget.

During a court hearing in Orlando,
Circuit Judge Vincent Chiu said he
would issue a permanent injunction
that had been requested by Saget’s wid-
ow, Kelly Rizzo, and his three daughters. 

Saget, 65, was found dead Jan. 9 in a
room at the Ritz Carlton in Orlando. 

— Wire reports
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